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I am grateful for the tremendous privilege of serving you on the Opportunity Finance Network board these past 
three years. This term was one of significant and unexpected transitions. It took all of our skills, courage and long 
hours to navigate the many changes. I am happy to report that OFN is an organization that transcends personalities 
and weathers the political storms of change with a resilience that is a true reflection of each CDFI that OFN 
represents. I am truly grateful to have served you and would like to do so again for another three years if you 
choose to elect me. I look forward to getting to know each of you better and celebrate your organizations many 
successes!  

As a member of the Cherokee Nation, I am intimately aware of the poverty that our low income Native 
communities face here in Oklahoma. Raised in a small rural community to a blue-collar family, I understand the 
value of education and hard work as doors to opportunity. I was the first in my family to graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree. Just as access to financing was key to my education, so too was access to capital key to the success of our 
family business. Growing up working in my Dad’s small business, I knew even then that access to capital can make 
or break a family business. As the CEO of our CDFI, I get to open doors of opportunity for families that need it the 
most… families like mine. 
 
In 1997, after completing my university degree in international business, I became fluent in Spanish and 
Portuguese. I worked in Brazil for two years where I met my wife, Ana. We have three daughters; Raquel age 12, 
Esther age 8 and Sarah Grace age 3. 
 
In 2004, I was elected to the Oklahoma State Legislature and served three terms as a House Member. Along with a 
number of fellow Native American colleagues, I founded the first Native American Caucus. We leveraged our 
caucus strength to emphasis economic development, policy inclusion and advocacy for Oklahoma’s 39 tribes. 
During my time in the legislature, I completed an executive course in legislative leadership at the Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University. I also serve as an Officer in the U.S. Navy Reserve. 
 
In 2011, I joined the Citizen Potawatomi Community Development Corporation, then one of the largest tribally 
owned commercially-focused CDFIs in the Nation. Thanks to the hard work and dedication of our team, our tribal 
CDFI has raised over $71.8 million dollars to address the lack of access to capital and business development 
services within our community. To date we have lent more than $70 million to clients. In turn, they have created 
and retained over 1,661 jobs during the last 14 years. As a Native CDFI, we have received $16 million in the US 
Treasury CDFI Bond Program. We hope that other CDFIs will join us, in the coming years. This year we were also 
a recipient of $25 million from the USDA Rural Development Community Facilities relending program. 
 
In October 2006, the Citizen Potawatomi CDC received the High Honors Award from the Harvard University’s 
John F. Kennedy School of Government’s – Honoring Contributions in the Governance of American Indian 
Nations Program, and again in 2013, we were recognized as an All Star in the same program.  
 
I remain firmly committed to the OFN mission as well as our diverse membership. I believe OFN is poised to help 
lead our industry to new levels of impact and performance.  As an OFN Board Member I will support OFN while 
representing the voice of small, emerging, rural and Native CDFIs.  I would be honored to continue serving you, 
and I respectfully ask for your vote this September. 


