
 

Candidate Statement: Tate Hill @tatehill 

 

Hello, my name is Tate Hill, senior manager of administration for Fresno CDFI newly rebranded 

as Access Plus Capital and I am a 2017 candidate for the OFN Board of Directors. Access Plus is a 

subsidiary of Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission (Fresno EOC), one of the largest 

community action agencies in the country. Access Plus is an emerging CDFI that for the last 

decade has worked to help grow small businesses and jobs in underserved communities 

through central California’s urban centers and largely rural and agricultural communities. 

Access Plus has worked with national and regional banks, foundations, and all levels of 

government to attract new investment into the region that has resulted in more than $24 

million of loan capital to micro and diverse businesses along with operating a robust technical 

assistance program to help borrowers. I’m proud to be part of an organization that a strong 

track record to having a board, leadership and staff who equally reflect the clients they serve. 

Our organization, like many of yours, is proof of the impact and importance of CDFIs to 

underserved communities and why OFN’s work is critical to elevating policy and building 

capacity within the field.  

 

Because of being the son the educators and small business owners and also growing up in West 

Fresno, a community with some of the highest concentrations of poverty in the country, I have 

committed my career to empowering people through community economic development. 

From working as Vice President of Program Services for a grassroots CDC in West Fresno and 

having my own urban issues public relations firm to then becoming the CEO of the award-

winning Fresno Metro Black Chamber of Commerce to now working at Access Plus Capital 

leading our fund development, investor relations and our technical assistance programs— it has 

been about encouraging policies, tools and services that raises the tide of economic justice. I 

have been an advocate for inclusionary economic policy as a past member of the President’s 

Council of the US Black Chambers and member of the Mayor’s Advisory Council in the City of 

http://fresnoeoc.org/


Fresno since 2008. I also serve as one of the newest board members of the Greenlining 

Institute, a statewide policy and leadership institute for racial and economic justice based in 

Oakland, CA. 

 

For these reasons, I excited about the opportunity to work and help lead OFN’s growing 

membership as it addresses the challenges of such an dynamic industry while keeping it’s 

commitment to inclusion. My candidacy represents assuring that as an industry and trade 

organization that we : 

- 1) Development and recruit leadership today for the next generation of our industry. 

- 2) Continue to build the capacity of CDFI members that will lead to greater impact in 

their communities. 

- 3) Push for industry relevant technological solutions that will help scale our collective 

support and services to a growing community of needs.  

- 4) Build on and support OFN’s strong policy advocacy so we can continue our work 

 

I would gladly appreciate your support and the opportunity to serve as a board member of 

Opportunity Finance Network. 
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