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Our backgrounds don’t often clearly reveal the paths we’ll eventually take in life.   

I come from very humble roots.  My grandparents were sharecroppers, domestic workers, and laborers.  
After 20 years as a supply clerk in the military, my father’s last job—prior to his passing in 1991--was in a 
blue collar position at the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Ironically, this was the same agency from 
which I retired as CDFI Fund Director in 2013. My mother worked in retail. Neither parent went to 
college. They weren’t activists. Or scholars. Or entrepreneurs. Raising six children, they barely had two 
nickels to rub together most days.  They were survivors. They worked hard.  And throughout their lives, 
they believed in the American Dream. They weren’t different from many other persons in this country:  
They wanted to live in a safe community.  They wanted to earn decent wages.  They wanted an 
affordable roof over their heads. They wanted the means to put food on the table. They wanted their 
children to get a good education, and to have bright futures. 

Through my parents and other “parents” along the way, I learned some important life lessons: 

• To find a way to support those who had even less than I had. 
• To “speak up, speak up, express yourself,” as my mother used to urge my siblings and I when we 

were reluctant to take a position on some important matter.  
• To keep moving forward even when obstacles are placed in your way. 

I can’t always explain how or why I ended up in community and economic development. I’m certain it 
had something to do with the influencers who were ever present throughout my life.  It also had as 
much to do with people whom I’ve met at CDFIs over the past 20+ years. Day in and day out, committed 
individuals are working in their communities to help solve hard issues related to affordable housing, 
small business development, health, education, economic equality, and so many other important topics.  

I’ve thrown my hat into the ring as an OFN board candidate, not because I believe I have all the answers 
to the issues facing the underserved today.  I’m in because I want to continue to be part of a 
transformative group of experts that understands the importance, now more than ever, of expanding 
the OFN tent so that all sectors of the CDFI industry –and many more CDFIs who may want to join OFN—
are at the table lending their voices on ways in which urban and rural low-income communities need 
support to enable them to do more than just survive.  

My experience at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation in community affairs and consumer 
protection, the time spent living and working on the Gulf Coast in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, 
and my tenure as CDFI Fund Director have provided me with  a unique perspective of the successes and 
challenges of the CDFI industry over the past 20 years.  I now have the distinct pleasure and honor of 
running a CDFI and, in a short time, I’ve come to FULLY APPRECIATE the tough job that CDFIs have every 
day!   

Appalachian Community Capital (ACC) was spearheaded in 2013 because of the mutual interests of 
CDFIs and mission-based lenders in the region, the Appalachian Regional Commission, and others 
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desiring to form a wholesale development finance intermediary that would raise capital and lend it to 
ACC members. These members, in turn, would make loans to small businesses –including minority and 
women-owned businesses—in the 13-state Appalachian Region.  This is a region that starts in New York 
and goes all the way down to Mississippi. It has a rich history, culture, and an increasingly diverse 
population. However, Appalachia, like many rural areas, lacks a strong capital base, major funders 
(banks, corporations, and foundations), and other resources, which makes smart growth and 
revitalization difficult, but not impossible. What we lack in resources, we make up for in CDFIs, 
community leaders, and residents willing to roll up their sleeves to find solutions to the challenges facing 
the region.  

I believe that I can be a beneficial addition to the OFN board as it devises and implements new strategies 
for raising the visibility of the CDFI industry and for supporting the broad network of CDFIs all across this 
country.   

I hope you agree and will vote for me when you mark your ballot for OFN board positions.  

Sincerely, 

Donna Gambrell 

 

 


